:ELERY-LEAVED BUTTERCUP,

ratus L.

260. Celery-Leaved Buttercup, Ranunculus sce/eratus L.
X i); annual up to about 2 ft: high or more, in wet places and
itches, resembling Celery; roots fibrous; stems thick, hollow,
ibbed, much branched; lower leaves variously 3-lobed to the
rfiddle or to the base, long-stalked, upper leaves gradually
>ecoming sessile and finally unlobed and bract-like but green;
eaves rather fleshy and bright green and glossy; flowers (A, X 0)
a bud very shortly stalked, together forming a lax leafy
>anicle; buds globose, slightly hairy; pedicels at length up to
ibout 1 in. long, slightly grooved on one side, thinly hairy;
lepals (B, X 4) 5, soon reflexed and falling off, oblong, yellowish-
jreen; petals (C, X 4) 5, yellow, spreading horizontally, broadly
elliptic, about J in. long, shortly clawed at the base, and with a
;ircular pit-like nectary, glossy except at the base; stamens
J3, X 6) about 20; carpels (E, X H) very numerous, arranged
an a conical axis which elongates in fruit up to about 1 in. long
and bearing the little fruits (F, X 7) (achenes) each containing
a single seed (family Rantmculaceae).

. Highly poisonous, and especially dangerous to cattle; even if
not fatal it causes a falling off in the milk supply. Among its
French names are Mort aux Vaches and Her be sardonique* All.
parts are acrid, blistering the mouth and skin, and it has been used
by beggars to induce sores. In the United States, where it is
introduced, it is called " Cursed Crowfoot "!

The flowers are relatively small, but numerous on each plant,
collectively forming a leafy panicle, the stalks of those with ripen-
ing carpels elongating considerably. The stigmas are receptive
in advance of the ripening anthers in the same flower, so that
cross-pollination is brought about by many short-tongued
insects, which seek the nectar secreted in an open pit at the base
of each petal. As the anthers open, their stalks bend away from
the carpels, but should cross-pollination not take place the pollen
of fading anthers may reach the stigmas.